
Nelson Conservation Commission Meeting
Monday, August 1, 2022
Draft Minutes

Attending: Katharine Schillemat, David Birchenough, Janet Yardley

Meeting called to order at 7:07pm

Kathy reviewed a meeting with the Selectmen held on Wednesday, July 27th.

The selectmen requested that the Conservation Commission bear the remainder of the cost of
signs purchased initially to indicate parking for the Kulish Ledge Trail, but since that trailhead
parking lot has been closed by the landowner, the signs will be used to indicate parking at the
new lot on Old Stoddard Road. As this lot is part of Partridge Woods, the cost should be borne
with conservation fund monies. Janet moved and Dave seconded that an additional $150 be
allocated from the Conservation Fund for the signs.

There was discussion about how to repair the signs and how to change the wording on one sign
to make it clear what trails could be accessed from the Partridge Woods North Parking lot. After
a visit to the town barn to view the signs, it was determined that green duct tape or something
similar to match the color of the sign be used to cover up the existing letters and that the sign
should read, “Trail Parking.” An additional sign below could indicate more details about
individual trails.

The selectmen were concerned about the trail which comes out near Bill and Becky Dunn’s
house. Information provided by the trails committee chair prior to the meeting shows that the
entirety of this trail section and the class VI road from the trail to the southern boundary of the
Davison property is part of Partridge Woods. The Dunns and the Davisons have rights of way
over the road to access their properties. Therefore, the conservation commission members
present felt that no action should be taken at this time to close this section of trail, but that a
discussion with Dunns could be held in the future to see if they would like a sign at the
intersection of the trail with their driveway which would make it clear that their driveway is
private property.

The kiosk has been moved to the new parking area, but is not in the ground. Rob Germeroth
moved it at Kathy’s request. Members of the commission need to determine the best location for
the kiosk. The plan is to choose a site, dig two four foot holes and install the kiosk. Members will
investigate if anyone has a post hole digger attachment for their tractor. Otherwise, a backhoe
will be used to dig the holes and install the kiosk. The map still has a few edits as discussed at
the previous meeting, but should be ready soon and will be installed in the kiosks at both
parking areas, with an additional smaller version on the top of Osgood Hill.

The selectmen expressed concern about whether a DES permit was needed before installation
of the bridge connecting the new trail from the Partridge Woods North parking area to the Holt



Trail. After consultation with the trails committee chair, receipt of additional resources from the
DES, and input from Eric Masterson from the Harris Center and Tom Duston, who is involved
with trails in Chesterfield, the commission members agreed that if the bridge completely spans
from bank to bank with no disturbance of the stream or soil adjacent to the stream, a permit is
not needed. This is the current plan. Previously installed bridges over streams on other trails in
Nelson have all been constructed in a similar way, without disturbing the stream bed and from
bank to bank and did not need permits. The trails committee investigated the potential need for
permits before construction of the bridges and it was determined, at the time, that a permit was
not needed.

Dave wondered if the installation of cameras to monitor the security of the signs and the new
parking area was still under consideration by the selectmen since the signs were moved and
damaged after their initial installation for the Kulish Ledge/Bailey Brook trailhead parking (which
is now closed).

After a brief trip to the town barn to see the signs, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm


