
Nelson Conservation Commission Meeting 

Monday, May 16, 2022, 7:00 pm 

 

Began: 7:12 pm 

In attendance: Janet (via zoom) who is quarantining, James Newsom from the Harris Center, 

Eric Aldrich from Hancock, Dave Birchenough, Kathy Schillemat, Tom Newcombe, Brenna 

Kucinski, Kathleen Vetter, & Anne McBride 

 

Agenda: 

 

1. Discussion of Nubanusit Road/Jacquith Road issue with Eric Aldrich and James 

Newsom. Eric Aldrich presented some background about the history of the road. It goes 

through Hancock, Harrisville and Nelson. Only 0.16 mile goes through Nelson. Eric is 

hoping that Nelson and Harrisville will consider reclassifying the road from a Class VI to 

a Class A trail, like Hancock has done, so that the entire length of road has the same 

classification. Kathy asked what the rationale is for reclassifying it to a Class A trail. Eric 

talked about the erosion on the trail and disruption to wildlife. He explained that as  

Class A trail, the road could be gated against motorized vehicles. Eric talked to the 

Dellagrecas about this idea and they are in support of it. There was a discussion about 

gates.  Brenna asked if Harrisville has been approached about this yet. Eric has talked 

with their Town Administrator, but not Selectmen yet. He plans to meet with their 

Conservation Commission. It was suggested that any Warrant Article should come from 

the town and not petitioned. Someone wondered if classifying as a Class A trail would 

encourage more parking and hikers on the road. Eric expressed that by reclassifying it, it 

doesn't automatically turn it into a trail. Some wondered if just putting an unlocked gate, 

but not reclassifying the road would work. It was expressed that it can be a dangerous 

stretch for off roaders and the hikers who run into them especially because parts of the 

road are in a gully. Eric will send a list of reasons to consider doing this. Eric then left the 

meeting. 

2. Discussion of proposed amendment to the Conservation Easement on the Putzel 

property with James Newsom. Kathy explained the situation to James from the Harris 

Center. James presumed it would be at least a medium risk, but possibly a high risk 

amendment with the Attorney General's office. James asked if Judith offered to give up 

something in exchange for wanting more square footage on the cottage. James went 

over the Attorney General's publication. He said that with no offset, he felt it would be 

considered a high risk amendment according to the publication. The next step is to ask 

Judith for a written request to the NCC and the Harris Center (℅ James Newsom) that 

explains how she would meet the 7 principles within the AG publication. Our letter may 

want to include a suggestion to contact an attorney with experience in conservation 

easements. Kathy graciously volunteered to write the letter. James asked that Kathy 

copy James Newsom on the letter to Judith. Then James left the meeting. 

3. Approval of April Meeting minutes - Anne suggested removing the sentence about the 

trail connection into Partridge Woods as it was confusing. Tom is going to remove it. The 

date of the July meeting should be May 16th not May 23rd in the part about Sienna. 



Anne moved a motion to approve the minutes as amended. Dave seconded. All were in 

favor. 

 

4. Partridge Woods: trail connection and bridge at Old Stoddard Road parking area- Dave 

Birchenough from the Trails Committee said that nothing has happened yet as they were 

working on a different project first and ran out of steam. The building of the new trail and 

bridge will take place after black fly season.  

 

5. Partridge Woods: Map update (Dave). Antioch has agreed to work on this project. Dave 

is organizing a meeting with Steve Lamond with others to come up with a plan for the 

final map. Anne suggested that we will need to technically make it a Con Comm meeting 

since three from this commission will be there. Once a date is set, Kathy will have Edie 

set the meeting.  

 

6. There was a discussion about signs. Brenna updated us on signage for the Kulish Ledge 

Trail that is managed by the Trails Committee, not the NCC. She asked if the NCC 

wanted to buy signs for the new parking lot on Old Stoddard Road at the same time 

signs are made for the Kulish Ledge parking area. NCC wanted to hold off on new 

signage until the map is closer to completion and once we know the name of the new lot 

and have the new signs include the new name. 

 

7. Name for New Parking Area (Partridge Woods North Entrance?) Members should think 

of names for the new lot. 

 

8. Plan to move kiosk to new parking area. Rick Church is not interested in moving the 

kiosk. Kathy hasn't talked to Rob G. yet. Dave suggested we talk with Rob first to see if 

he can help and what he might suggest in terms of getting it out. Brenna & Steve could 

help. The legs are in cement in the ground.  

 

9. Monitoring plan for town easements (Shonk, Putzel,Collins-2) Kathy has the letters 

ready, but needs a mailing address for the Shonk letter. Then we can schedule the 

visits.  

 

10. Roadside Clean Up Report (Kathy) Over 40 people volunteered. Nelson School also 

helped out.  

 

11. New business. Kathy: Do we want to consider a new conservation easement project? 

Property for sale on Murdough Hill Road. Kathy said there's a parcel for sale, about 20 

acres. The land goes down to the wetland and the Murdough Hill meander trail goes 

through this parcel. No decision was made, but there was a discussion about the land 

and the wetland.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:18 pm. 

 


