
 

 

      Nelson Conservation Commission 
           Draft Minutes 

  February 26, 2019 
       
Rick Church called the meeting to order at 7:08 PM.  
 
Other Members Present:  Rob Germeroth, Anne McBride, Tom Newcombe, Gary Robinson, Kathy 
Schillemat 
 
 
Jan. 31, 2019 meeting minutes:   
 
Kathy moved for approval of the Jan. 31st meeting minutes, Anne seconded.  All voted in favor. 
 
 
Milfoil Expendable Trust Fund: 
 
Rick shared a letter requesting the usual $2,000 donation to support the Lake Host program on 
Granite Lake this summer.  Tom moved and Rob seconded a motion to request the Nelson 
Selectmen to make this $2,000 donation from the Milfoil Expendable Trust Fund, for which they are 
agents.  Rick will send a letter to the Selectmen.  
 
 
Partridge Woods project: 
 
No update at this time on the Homestead Lane signs, which Kathy has been working on, and which 
are targeted to be installed by early May. 
 
Rick contacted Meadowsend Consulting for an update on their intended timeframe for beginning the 
Forest Management Plan. The current plan is to begin in May. 
 
Rick reported that all paperwork for the pending $5,000 LCWF grant has been finalized and 
submitted. The check should be on the way.  If the funds are received and accepted by the 
Selectmen prior to Town Meeting, we’ll amend the warrant article requesting transfer of previous 
grant funds to the Nelson Conservation Expendable Trust Fund to include this additional $5,000 
amount. 
 
 
Trail Building, Naming, and Maps for Partridge Woods: 
 
As part of preparing for the anticipated ‘public welcome’ to Partridge Woods this Fall, Rick suggests 
involving the Trails Committee to prepare, name, and create maps for some new trail segments.  He 
has three routes in mind that could probably be restored / improved for new trails within this 
timeframe:  the old Kulish Ledges Trail (originally created by the Harris Center), the old road 
between the Dunn and Voymas properties, and the old woods road that goes up from the gravel pit 
to that road.  Rick has suggested possible names for the latter two: Wheeler Road (after the cellar 
hole along this route), and Ethan’s Way (honoring Ethan Tolman, who recently passed away).   
 
Kathy suggested, and others agreed, that a trail to the large clearing facing Mt. Monadnock would 
also be a highlight for the property.  Rick said he has a route in mind, but that the timing to build it 
would likely be later than this summer because of Trails Committee capacity and workload.  It’s 



 

 

possible that additional trail locations could also be suggested by Meadowsend as they develop the 
Forest Management Plan, which will include a focus on public recreation.   
 
There was discussion on the need, and some available technologies, for creating accurate maps of 
the property, as well as trail maps and trail guides with descriptions of terrain, historical features, 
views, etc.  Maps and trail guides will eventually be needed at both kiosks.  Rick mentioned the 
availability of LIDAR imaging, which reveals physical features such as stone walls that are obscured 
from typical aerial views by foliage. Rick showed some LIDAR images on his laptop as examples. 
Anne said that at some point, she might be able to walk the property boundaries with a GPS so we 
could have an accurate shapefile of the property boundary.  
 
 
 
With no other business, Anne moved and Kathy seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:03. 
All voted in favor. 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Tom Newcombe 
Secretary 


